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The Competition Council (the Council) started the year 2014 with meetings 
and intensive participation in international forums. Šarūnas Keserauskas, the 
Chairman of the Council, met with Dalia Grybauskaitė, the President of the 
Republic of Lithuania, and together with his deputies participated in the 
meetings with the media, representatives of various business associations 
and academic institutions, the Association of Local Authorities in Lithuania 
and Government representatives in the districts. During the meetings the 
Council activities in 2013 and the priorities set forth for 2014 were discussed: 
special attention to potential restrictions of competition within the sectors of 
energy, waste management and public procurement; fulfilment of the 
obligations imposed on public administration bodies; closer partnership with 
business and academic community, other business regulators and public 
institutions. State aid modernisation is also among the Council priorities. 
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The achievements (…) do not grow on trees. They are the result of 

our constant efforts to improve our practice. Competition policy 

and enforcement need to evolve at all times to stay ahead of the 

curve. 

Joaquín Almunia, Vice President of the European Commission responsible for 

Competition Policy 



 

  

 

LEGISLATION 

On January 8, the amendments to the Law on 

Competition of the Republic of Lithuania (the 

Amendments) came into force. These amendments 

introduced a new order of setting fines for the 

infringements of the Law on Competition. 

“In the event of appeal against the Council’s decision, 

the Amendments provide for the possibility not to pay 

the fine imposed by the Council until the final ruling of 

the court is delivered. However, if the court upholds 

the Council’s decision, undertakings will have to pay 

both the fine and 6% annual interest.” – says Giedrė 

Jarmalytė, the Head of the Law and Competition 

Policy Department. 

GOVERNMENT’S DECISION 

On February 13, the Government of the Republic of 

Lithuania confirmed the proposal of the Minister of 

Economy concerning the consolidation of business 

supervisors. Consolidation process should reduce the 

number of supervisory institutions – some of them 

could be united, others could pass on their 

supervisory functions to already consolidated 

institutions and thus the responsibility for different 

supervisory fields would be purified. 

ACCOUNTABILITY 

The Council prepared first ever brief version of the 

annual report and presented it to the media, business 

associations, the Associations of Local Authorities in 

Lithuania and other events. The extensive annual 

report on the Council’s activity will be presented on 31 

March 2014. 

COMPETITION COUNCIL PRESENTS SEMINARS 

“CREATIVE ADVERTISING: IS IT ALWAYS 

MISLEADING?” 

A big part of association members and company 

employees are indirectly involved in advertising on a 

daily basis. They are led by a heartfelt wish to create 

the most effective advertisement for the best product. 

Lost in the excitement of creating, they seldom think 

about the provisions of the Law on Advertising. 
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The Council experts have prepared several documents 

to facilitate the assessment of advertisements and 

continues seminar series launched in 2013. 

 

Erika Lukšė, the Head of Unfair Commercial Practices 

Division, will discuss the ways to remain creative 

without breaching the laws concerned with 

advertising. She will also introduce real examples from 

the Council‘s practice and answer the questions. 

 

MARKET STUDY 

 

On February 4, having evaluated the experience 

gained during the investigations into municipal 

decisions concerning waste management, the Council 

started a market study on the provision of waste 

management services. The aim of the study is to 

analyse the sector of waste management and suggest 

improvements to the waste management system in 

Lithuania. 

 

COURT RULINGS 

 

On February 19, Vilnius Regional Administrative Court 

upheld the Council‘s decision to impose a fine of 615 

000 LTL on UAB LitCon for obstructing the inspection 

and, thus, impeding the investigation. 

 

On February 13, the Supreme Administrative Court 

upheld the Council‘s decision to impose a fine of 20 

000 LTL on UAB Lukoil Baltija and a fine of 1 000 LTL 

on UAB Tūta for misleading advertising. 

more 

more 

 

http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1346
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1348


 

  

 ENFORCEMENT 

 
COMPETITION COUNCIL CLEARED THREE MERGERS 

On February 18, the Council allowed UAB Lukoil Baltija 

to implement mergers of already owned petrol 

stations in Kaunas and Klaipėda. 

On February 11, the Council gave merger control 

clearance to a joint venture between UAB Modus 

Energija and UAB Idavang (former Saerimner) for 

acquiring joint control of 10 companies, namely, UAB 

Menergija, UAB Nenergija, UAB Psenergija, UAB 

Senergita, UAB Venergija, UAB Zenergija, UAB 

Cenergija, UAB Jenergija, UAB Kenergija and UAB 

Lenergija. 

On January 14, the Council cleared acquisition by UAB 

Investicijų ir inovacijų fondas of 100 per cent shares of 

UAB ISM Vadybos ir ekonomikos universitetas and, 

thus, allowed Vidmantas Kučinskas to gain an indirect 

sole control over the latter company. 

TERMINATED INVESTIGATIONS 

On 4 February, the Council terminated the 

examination of merger notification wherein AB Axis 

Industries intended to acquire up to 100 per cent of 

UAB Elgamos grupė shares. 

On January 30, the Council terminated two 

investigations:  

• on the actions of UAB Fragrances International 

whereby the latter had acquired 49 per cent of SIA 

Douglas Baltic shares; 

• on the actions of UAB Baltic Petroleum that 

granted the company a right to exploit oil stations 

owned by BAB Lietuvos kuras. 

COMPETITION COUNCIL CALLS FOR OPINIONS  

On February 19, the Council announced Association’s 

LINAVA commitments to unify the prices applied to 

the TIR carnets sold to the members and the 

candidates to the members of the Association and 

called stakeholders to express their grounded 

opinions on the aforementioned commitments. The 

commitments were presented to the Council in the 

course of an investigation on a possible dominance 

abuse when distributing TIR carnets. 

more 

more 

more 

OPENED INVESTIGATIONS 

On February 4, the Council opened investigations on 

the decisions of Šiauliai City Municipality related to 

the heating sector and on the decision of Šalčininkai 

District Municipality related to waste management. 

The investigations were launched after having 

suspected that the decisions may possibly breach the 

requirements of Article 4 of the Law on Competition. 

The Council opened an investigation concerning the 

compliance of the advertisement of OmegaMarine 

Forte+ with the requirements of the Law on 

Advertising. 

FINES IMPOSED ON RETAIL COMPANIES 

On January 24, the Council found that two provisions 

in the wholesale and purchase agreements signed by 

UAB Norfos mažmena and UAB Rivona (the 

Companies) and food and drinks suppliers had failed 

to comply with the requirements of the Law on the 

Prohibition of Unfair Practices of Retailers. The Council 

imposed on the Companies a joint fine totalling 90 000 

LTL. 

On January 22, the Council acknowledged that 

MAXIMA LT, UAB had infringed the requirements of 

the Law on the Prohibition of Unfair Practices of 

Retailers and imposed a fine of 40 000 LTL. 

more 

more 

more 

more 

more 

more 

more 

http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1344
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1334
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1333
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1317
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1331
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1336
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1316
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1303
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1345
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1335


 

  

 STATE AID 

On February 24, the European Commission (the EC) 

presented the new draft rules for state aids in 

agriculture, forestry and rural areas and put them 

forward for public consideration. The submission of 

comments is due to 24 March 2014. 

On February 20, the EC adopted new guidelines for 

state aid to airports and airlines. 

On February 19, Šarūnas Keserauskas, the Council 

Chairman, and Jūratė Šovienė, the Deputy 

Chairperson, met with Roma Žakaitienė, the director 

of Association of Local Authorities in Lithuania, and 

introduced the ongoing investigations, discussed 

possible cooperation on competition advocacy and 

the market study on waste management. 

On February 10, Jūratė Šovienė, the Deputy Chairman 

and Justina Paulauskaitė, the Head of Activities of 

Public Administration Entities Division  participated  in 

the out-of-the -office meeting of the Office of the 

Government and Government representatives in the 

districts held in Šiauliai. The Council representatives 

also met with the mayor of Šiauliai City Municipality 

and other representatives of the Municipality to 

discuss the benefits brought by competition as well as 

the role of municipalities in regulating economic 

activity. 

On February 7, the Council Chairman met with the 

members of the Investors’ Forum to discuss 

competition policy and its enforcement in Lithuania. 

On February 6, an event “Competition Policy in 

Lithuania 2009 – 2013: impact on consumers, business 

and economy” was organised in the Ministry of 

Economy. During the event the representatives of the 

Council, Ministry of Economy, Lithuanian Free Market 

Institute and business enterprises and lawyers 

discussed competition policy and its development in 

Lithuania. 

On January 27, Keserauskas met with Valdas Sutkus, 

the President of the Lithuanian Business 

Confederation. The Chairman reported on Council’s 

activities in 2013 and introduced competition culture 

advocacy and dialogue based projects for the year 

2014. 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

more 

more 

On January 27-28, in the Lithuanian Business    

Support Agency the Council organised a seminar 

“Legal Regulation of State Aid”. 

 

On 1 January, two EC legal acts on de minimis aid 

came into force. more 

activities in 2013 and introduced competition culture 

advocacy and dialogue based projects for the year 

2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 23, Keserauskas met with the President of 

the Republic of Lithuania Dalia Grybauskaitė to discuss 

the competition environment in Lithuania and the 

Council‘s efforts to ensure effective competition. 

 

On January 9, the Council signed a cooperation 

agreement with the Faculty of Social Technologies of 

Mykolas Romeris University. The agreement shall 

strengthen cooperation with academic community, 

aid in organisation, conduct and practical appliance of 

scientific researches and shall promote participation in 

national and international projects. 
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-185_en.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-172_en.htm
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1343
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1304
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1323


 

  

 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 
EVENTS ABROAD 

On February 24 – 26, the Council Chairman 

participated in the meetings of OECD Competition 

committee and its working groups. On February 27 – 

28, he took part in the 13th Global Forum on 

Competition. The Council experts submitted their 

comments on the questions discussed during these 

meetings: reports for the roundtable discussions on: 

    

 

More information on the 13th Global Forum on 

Competition is available on the  

 

On February 21, the Council Chairman delivered a 

presentation at the Fifth Annual Conference on 

Competition Enforcement in the CEE Member States 

(Bratislava). 

On February 13 – 14, the Council Chairman together 

with the representatives of various competition 

authorities participated in the Annual Antitrust 

Symposium, Washington DC. 

On February 11, the Council Chairman participated in 

the European Competition Forum 2014 organised by 

the EC. During the Forum law experts and business 

representatives discussed recent trends of the 

competition policy. 

EC NEWS 

On February 19, the Committee of Permanent 

Representatives (Coreper1) decided to renew the 

mandate for the second trilogue with the European 

Parliament (the EP). The Greece Presidency was 

authorised to seek for an agreement with the EP on 

the text of the Directive on certain rules governing 

actions for damages under national law for 

infringements of the competition law provisions of the 

member states and of the EU. In the second half of 

2013, Dina Lurje, the Head of Prohibited Agreements 

Division, chaired Lithuanian Presidency Working Party 

on Competition where a text of the draft directive on 

actions for damages was compromised and later 

approved by the EU Competitiveness Council. 

On February 5, the EC obtained an improved 

commitments proposal from Google in the context of 

the ongoing antitrust investigation on online search 

and search advertising. In its proposal, Google 

accepted to guarantee that whenever it promotes its 

own specialised search services on its web page, the 

services of three rivals, selected through an objective 

method, will also be displayed. The Commission will in 

the coming period inform the complainants about 

Google commitments. 

Even though there are no official EC reports on the 

investigation of Gazprom, in February the 

international media wrote a lot about the EC 

dissatisfaction with Gazprom answers. According to 

the analytics, it is possible that the EC will close a two 

year investigation this spring, i. e. until the election of 

the EP to be organised in May 22 – 25. For more 

information see the  

 FACTS AND FIGURES 

 
37 

28 

27 

22 

14 

8 

4 

the number of complaints related to suspected infringements of the Law on Advertising. 

the number of ongoing investigations. 

the number of legal acts drafted by other institutions that the Council experts reviewed and commented on. 

the number of the Council resolutions appealed to the courts of various instances. 

the number of warnings related to misleading advertising. 

the number of ongoing investigations on the decisions by public administration bodies. 

the number of merger notifications currently examined by the Council. 

consumated and non-notifiable mergers 

competition issues in the distribution of pharmaceuticals.  

Forum’s website. 

more 

web. 

more 

http://search.oecd.org/officialdocuments/publicdisplaydocumentpdf/?cote=DAF/COMP/WP3/WD(2014)14&docLanguage=En
http://search.oecd.org/officialdocuments/displaydocumentpdf/?cote=DAF/COMP/GF/WD(2014)11&docLanguage=En
http://www.oecd.org/competition/globalforum/
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/forum/2014/index_en.html
http://www.rferl.org/content/eu-gazprom-antitrust-showdown/25260390.html
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-116_en.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You have received the Newsletter of the Competition Council. If you have any questions or wish to refuse the 

Newsletter please write to  

rima.kaulenaite@kt.gov.lt or marija.grybauskaite@kt.gov.lt 

 


